Hey Guys, 

I just typed up this one pager to help myself and hopefully everyone else wrap their heads around the discussion forum. I tried to brainstorm some potential discussion questions and goals for the forum. I hope this is helpful…still working on the research for HIV prevention and youth culture.

~Alisha

Discussion Forum (Youth Pavilion) – International AIDS Conference 2006

Youth Culture and the Power of Social Networks

(Programming Subcommittee)

Goals of Discussion Forum:

· Define Youth Culture  and Peer Networks and link their power to HIV & AIDS prevention and intervention programs (perhaps compare academic definitions and then create our own definitions as a group)
· Depict the varying forms of HIV & AIDS prevention and awareness programs across the globe ( Dimitri, Rawl, Marko may highlight their personal experiences here perhaps
· Develop a discussion amongst the group and facilitators

· Future goals – how do we use all of this information to build a movement?

Ideas for Activities during Forum:

· Free style session with Marko, CD with music on it

· Play a video of edutainment

· Create their own edutainment pieces and present

· Peer Education activities 

The Concept of Youth Culture:

· Music, dance, performance, fashion, film, art, video games, media, the net

· Approx 17 – 30 yrs (age brackets may vary)
· Youth Culture is usually defined by those who are not youth, the adult
· Youth are defined by what is considered “cool”

The Concept of Peer Networks:

· Peer education = offered by trained people, who are members of the same group (or at least fit similar criteria, such as age) as the group they are educating. This type of intervention aims at increasing acceptance of messages through avoiding hierarchy or socio-cultural traps between counselors and those seeking advice.
Potential Discussion Questions:

1) Is there an all encompassing definition of youth culture? Should there be? Isn’t youth culture simply what we make of it?

2) Is the concept of youth culture static around the world?  How does youth culture in North America differ from other countries across the globe?

3) Why is youth culture being applied as a vehicle of HIV and AIDS education and prevention promotion? Why are youth becoming the focus of HIV and AIDS?
***Research Articles on: youth culture and HIV & AIDS prevention in all countries…how are the two used in conjunction with one another?
